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that learning and sagacity could suggest. But
when Mr. Webster burst upon the court and the
nation with this great appeal, it was certain that
there was no man in the land who could so ar-
range arguments and facts, who could state them
so powerfully and with such a grand and fitting
eloquence.

The legal part of the argument was printed in
Farrar's report and also in Wheaton's, after it had
been carefully revised by Mr. Webster with the
arguments of his colleagues before him. This
legal and constitutional discussion shows plainly
enough Mr. Webster's easy and firm grasp of facts
and principles, and his power of strong, effective,
and lucid statement; but it is in its very nature
dry, cold, and lawyer-like. It gives no conception
of the glowing vehemence of the delivery, or of
those omitted portions of the speech which dealt
with matters outside the domain of law, and which
were introduced by Mr. Webster with such telling
and important results. He spoke for five hours,
but in the printed report his speech occupies only
three pages more than that of Mr. Mason in the
court below. Both were slow speakers, and thus
there is a great difference in time to be accounted
for, even after making every allowance for the per-
oration which we have from another source, and
for the wealth of legal and historical illustration
with which Mr. Webster amplified his presenta-
tion of the question. " Something was lift out,**